MINUTES
JANUARY 12,2021
8:30 AM.

STEPHENS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
MEETING WAS HELD BY TELECONFERENCE

PRESENT FOR MEETING: Chairman Michelle Ivester, Commissioners Dean S::arb{};ﬂugh, Dennis Bell,
Debbie Whitlock, James Addison; County Clerk Beth Rider, County Administrator Phyllis Ayers, County
Attorney Brian Ranck

PUBLIC HEARING
ABANDONMENT OF PORTION OF OLD JARRETT ROAD

Mr. Brian Ranck, County Attorney stated this is a portion of Old Jarrett Road, the request was made to the
county. Mr. Ranck stated the notice of publication of the abandonment process was run December 31% and
January 7% for this public hearing. Mr. Ranck opened the hearing for anyone that would like to speak in favor
of the abandonment. Ms. Mary Stowe stated this is her grandparents place and the road has not been used since
the early 60°s, she stated as a child she remembered the road was in bad shape and they abandoned it when
they backed up Hartwell Lake. Ms. Stowe stated the trees have taken over and if you didn’t know there was a
road there you would never know it. There is no need in keeping it on the books and we have had someone
from Franklin County come in and try to hunt and say that is a public road. No one else spoke in favor.

Mr. Ranck asked if anyone would like to speak in opposition of the abandonment. No one spoke in opposition.
Mr. Ranck stated Ms. Stowe signed an acknowledgment of service and everyone that was entitled to notice has

received notice. Mr. Ranck closed the public hearing.
THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS WAIVED THEIR WORK SESSION
REGULAR MEETING
Mr. Phillip Teasley gave the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.

L APPROVE AGENDA

A motion was made by Commissioner Scarborough, seconded by Commissioner Addison to approve the
agenda as presented. Motion carried unanimously.

II. APPROVE MINUTES

1 DECEMBER 8, 2020 - REGULAR MEETING - PUBLIC HEARING - LAND USE
2, DECEMBER 15, 2020 - CALLED MEETING

A motion was made by Commissioner Bell, seconded by Commissioner Scarborough to approve minutes as
presented. Motion carried unanimously.
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IIl. OLD BUSINESS

BOARD TO CONSIDER REQUEST FROM JOHN VANCE TO PLACE CRUMP STREET BACK IN
THE COUNTY ROAD MAINTENANCE SYSTEM £ ¢y |, 133 Oy

Ms. Ayers stated Tony and Beth have both talked to Mr. Vance and he is wanting to develop smaller homes
on the property that will meet our codes. Commissioner Addison stated this is just a request on the road it
does not have anything to do with the development. Ms. Ayers stated that is correct; this is for us to add the
road back into the county road maintenance system which means we would open the road back up. Ms.
Ayers stated they wanted to close it because there were a lot of people dumping and doing other things and
they closed off a portion of the road, this would open the whole road back up to public use. Ms. Ayers
stated you may want to postpone until he can dial in and speak with you. Ms. Ayers asked Ms. Rider if he
had sent anything in writing. Ms. Rider stated no he has not sent anything in. Commissioner Scarborough
asked if Jason could go out and look at the condition of the road to see if the road is a lot worse than when
he asked us to abandon it or is it in the same general condition. Commissioner Scarborough stated it has
been several years, will we be responsible for moving anything that was used to abandon the road. Ms.
Ayers stated she did not have that answer but would assume after two years it will probably need some
work. Commissioner Addison stated he went and looked at the road and it is not that bad, the only thing he
has put a lot of blocks and rocks to block it off. Commissioner Addison stated up to that part is in prefty
good shape, he had also looked downhill and it does not look bad.

A motion was made by Commissioner Scarborough, seconded by Commissioner Addison to postpone until
next meeting to have Jason Holland, Public Works to go out and look at the road. Motion carried
unanimously.

Commissioner Scarborough stated he would like to know what the cost to re-open the road will be since
Mr. Vance requested it.

IV. NEW BUSINESS

BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO RE-APPOINT COUNTY CLERK

A motion was made by Commissioner Bell, seconded by Commissioner Scarborough to re-appoint Beth
Rider as County Clerk. Motion carried unanimously.

BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO RE-APPOINT LAW OFFICES OF SANDERS, RANCK AND
SKILLING AS COUNTY ATTORNEY

A motion was made by Commissioner Bell, seconded by Commissioner Scarborough to re-appoint Law
Offices of Sanders, Ranck and Skilling as County Attorney. Motion carried unanimously.

BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO SET TIME AND PLACE FOR WORK SESSIONS AND
REGULAR MEETINGS AND REGULAR MEETINGS TO CONTINUE ON 2™ AND 4™ TUESDAY
OF EACH MONTH, THE FIRST MEETING WORK SESSION TO BEGIN AT 8:30 AM. WITH THE
REGULAR MEETING TO FOLLOW; THE SECOND MEETING WORK SESSION TO BEGIN AT 5:30
P.M. WITH THE REGULAR MEETING TO FOLLOW; AND ONE MEETING TO BE HELD THE P
TUESDAY IN DECEMBER AT 8:30 A.M. AND AUTHORIZE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN RESOLUTION
“ ey lulot-B ¢
A motion was made by Commissioner Scarborough, seconded by Commissioner Addison to approve and
authorize Chairman to sign resolution. Motion carried unanimously.
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4. BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION FOR COMMISSIONERS TO MAKE APPOINTMENTS FOR
VARIOUS BOARDS:

STEPHENS COUNTY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY- Chairman Michelle Tvester

HEALTH BOARD — Commissioner Debbie Whitlock

AIRPORT AUTHORITY — Chairman Michelle Ivester

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE — Commissioner James Addison

ROADS & BRIDGES — Commissioner Debbie Whitlock and Commissioner Dennis Bell

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS — Commissioner Dean Secarborough and Commissioner Dennis Bell

E911 ADVISORY — Commissioner Debbie Whitlock and Commissioner Dennis Bell

JOINT SERVICES — Commissioner Debbie Whitlock and Commissioner James Addison
EMERGENCY SERVICES — Commissioner Debbie Whitlock and Commissioner Dennis Bell
STEPHENS COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION — Chairman Michelle Ivester

GEORGIA MOUNTAIN REGIONAL COMMISSION — Commissioner Dean Scarborough
TOCCOA-STEPHENS COUNTY HUMANE SHELTER — Commissioner James Addison and Chairman
Michelle Ivester

CHESTATEE-CHATTAHOOCHEE RC&D COUNCIL - Commissioner James Addison

KEEP TOCCOA-STEPHENS COUNTY BEAUTIFUL — Commissioner James Addison and Commissioner
Dennis Bell

A motion was made by Commissioner Addison, seconded by Commissioner Scarborough to approve the
appointments for various boards for calendar year 2021. Motion carried unanimously.

5. BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO APPOINT BUDGET OFFICER FOR FISCAL YEAR 2022

A motion was made by Commissioner Bell, seconded by Commissioner Addison to appoint Phyllis Ayers as Budget
Officer for FY 2022. Motion carried unanimously.

6. BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO APPROVE FISCAL YEAR 2022 BUDGET CALENDAR
| Exlnlof O
A motion was made by Commissioner Bell, seconded by Commissioner Addison to approve FY 2022
budget calendar. Motion carried unanimously.

7. BOARD TO CONSIDER NOMINATIONS TO FILL THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF JON WEST TO THE
STEPHENS COUNTY HOSPITAL AUTHORITY BOARD

A motion was made by Commissioner Scarborough, seconded by Commissioner Addison to submit the
following three names to the Hospital Authority Board to fill the unexpired term of Jon West: Tim Martin,
Clay Fisher, and Robert Myers. Motion carried unanimously.

Commissioner Scarborough thanked Jon West for his service on the Hospital Authority Board.

8. BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO ABANDON A PORTION OF OLD JARRETT ROAD
CONSISTING OF 986 FEET AND AUTHORIZE CHAIRMAN TO Sli}é\l RI.ESDLET ON
. Yexipr LY
A motion was made by Commissioner Addison, seconded by Commissioner Bell to abandon a portion of
Old Jarrett Road. Motion carried unanimously. Chairman Ivester recused herself.

9. BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO SIGN CHECK SIGNING AUTHORITY RESOLUTION TO

SOUTH STATE BANK TO REPLACE CURRENT NAMES WITH NEW APPOINTED CHAIRMAN
AND VICE-CHAIRMAN Uiy it g "
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A motion was made by Commissioner Scarborough, seconded by Cammi_ssinner Bfall {0 approve signing
the check signing authority resolution for South State Bank. Motion carried unanimously.

% RESOLUTION TO
10. BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO SIGN CHECK SIGNING AUTHORITY
FIRST CITIZENS BANK TO REPLACE CURRENT NAMES WITH NEW APPOINTED CHAIRMAN

AND VICE-CHAIRMAN Wy kot

A motion was made by Commissioner Scarborough, seconded by Commissioner Hc]} to approve signing
the check signing authority resolution for First Citizens Bank. Motion carried unanimously.

11. BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO SIGN CHECK SIGNING AUTHORITY RESOLUTION TO
NORTHEAST GEORGIA BANK TO REPLACE CURRENT NAMES WITH NEW APPOINTED
CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN el é’:/\ﬁl,t!hﬁ: {FQ‘:;

A motion was made by Commissioner Scarborough, seconded by Commissioner Bell to approve signing
the check signing authority resolution for Northeast Georgia Bank. Motion carried unanimously.

12. BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO AUTHORIZE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN CONTRACT WITH
GEORGIA WASTE SYSTEMS, INC dba/ WASTE MANAGEMENT OF HOMER
e ot B
A motion was made by Commissioner Bell, seconded by Commissioner Addison to authorize Chairman to
sign contract with Waste Management. Motion carried unanimously.

13. BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO AUTHORIZE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN ALL NECESSARY
DOCUMENTS FOR THE GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF DRIVER SERVICES AND THE GEORGIA

!

TECHNOLOGY AUTHORITY @ )’J_LL\’JI. 1':‘//1!

A motion was made by Commissioner Scarborough, seconded by Commissioner Addison to authorize

Chairman to sign all necessary documents for Georgia Department of Driver Services. Motion carried
unanimously.

14. BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO APPROVE ACCG-IRMA FIREFIGHTER’S CANCER BENEFIT
PROGRAM RENEWAL oy Uilot T

A motion was made by Commissioner Bell, seconded by Commissioner Addison to approve ACCG-IRMA
Cancer Benefit Program renewal. Motion carried unanimously.

15. BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO AUTHORIZE STAFF TO BEGIN THE NUISANCE

ABATEMENT PROCESS ON 241 HEMPHILL STREET, TOCCOA, GA 30577 PARCEL #T34 030
H‘&F ! LL!K)i'f' L

Ms. Ayers started in your agenda packet you have the parcel information, pictures dated November 12,
2020, citations written July 2020. Ms. Ayers stated she has been working on this property with Tom
Bennett when he was here and actually had Marshal Tony Addison dial in for additional questions or
answers you may have. Ms. Ayers stated this is where we meet the end of the line, there is nothing we can
do and we have been in court month after month and the property owner is not cleaning it up. Ms. Ayers
stated we seized many dogs on this property that were not being taken care of through the Humane Shelter.
Ms. Avers stated she had another law enforcement agency call her during the night on the weekend and had
to get the Humane Shelter out there and many property owners have called and complained about this
property through the years and it is very difficult to explain how long the process is to the citizens that live
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on that road. We also had the Airport Authority go and clean up the kudzu from the back side and they
have done that. Ms, Avers stated she had spoken with Mr. Ranck to see if he would like to handle this or
for us to use Jason Black that we use for Magistrate Court. Ms. Ayers stated this is the first time as a
County that we will use this process, it is a new ordinance and Mr. Ranck will take this one on. Ms. Ayers
stated it will take the Road Department about two hours to clean this up. Commissioner Whitlock asked if
anyone lived there. Ms. Ayers stated yes, David Bohannon is the owner. Chairman Ivester asked, once we
clean it up and place a lien on it to recoup money if it ever does sell. Ms. Ayers stated, yes this abatement
process allows us to do that, so we will take the cost of it and put a lien on the property. Commissioner
Whitlock asked the age of Mr. Bohannon. Ms. Ayers asked Marshal Tony Addison if he knew how old Mr,
Bohannon is. Marshal Addison stated it looks 12-19-79, maybe early 50°s. Commissioner Bell stated we
have two people by that name, one of them is in his mid-50"s and the other one is in his 40’s;
Commissioner Bell stated this will be in his mid-50°s. Commissioner Whitlock asked if he was disabled
and what are the issues. Ms. Avers stated no he is not disabled, he has been working some; the Marshal can
chime in. Marshal Addison stated he has a major drug problem. Commissioner Bell stated he would make a
motion to do what we need to do to get this place cleaned up; if we are going to have ordinances and put
them in place we need to stick to them, especially on a place like this. Commissioner Bell stated it is a
wreck and caused several issues with neighbors especially with the dogs. Commissioner Whitlock asked
after this process are we knocking the building down and cleaning it up. Ms. Ayers stated yes, we will
clean everything up, there is a shack that is halfway fallen in. Commissioner Whitlock stated she saw that
and asked if that is where he lives. Marshal Addison asked if she saw where the cover goes around the
shack that is where he is staying. Commissioner Whitlock stated he will get his personal belongings and
leave and all of that will be cleaned off. Marshal Addison stated correct. Commissioner Whitlock asked do
we take the property or do we put a lien on the property. Attorney Brian Ranck stated whatever on the
property that is deemed a nuisance, we would not clean everything up; whatever constitutes a nuisance
under State Law, our Nuisance Abatement code incorporates State Law standards. Mr. Ranck stated if the
court approves it, the nuisance would be cleaned up and we would not own the property; the County would
clean it up under the abatement process and have the ability to put a lien against the property. Mr. Ranck
stated when the property sells the County would get paid; there may be a process for taking action on the
lien but that would be a different discussion. The property would be cleaned up, the property would be lien
for the cost of the cleanup, and this would go through the courts. Commissioner Whitlock stated she
understood and it is important for the citizens to understand since this is the first time we have done this
and hear exactly what we are doing. Ms. Ayers stated it is not like we just showed up and said we are going
to do this, we go to great lengths to try to move them along and give them a lot of time. Ms. Ayers stated
we have come to the time where we spend a half day in court, after the last month we decided we needed to
start picking some of our toughest, smallest jobs; some of them are large jobs that have been going on for
years these were two of our small ones.

A motion was made by Commissioner Bell, seconded by Commissioner Addison to authorize staff to begin
the nuisance abatement process. Motion carried unanimously.

BOARD TO CONSIDER MOTION TO AUTHORIZE STAFF TO BEGIN THE NUISANCE
ABATEMENT PROCESS ON 38 BEL AIR DRIVE, MARTIN, GA 30557 PARCEL #071G 402
St
Ms. Avers stated this is the second one we chose, we actually chose the top three but we exhausted every
effort and it is possible that there is a bank involved with this one and the Marshal has a meeting today. Ms.
Ayers stated it is possible they may sign off like we have done on some other ones with a Hold Harmless
Agreement for us to clean it and they pay us to do it. Ms. Ayers stated at this point we have been in court so
much we want to get the motion to start the process. Ms. Ayers stated this one has been tied up with a death
and Mr. Ranck has done a title search for us and we don’t think anyone is living in there right now at all.









































































































































































































